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Executive Summary 
The Swiss Confederation, in collaboration with the United Nations, organised the third edition of 
the United Nations World Data Forum (UNWDF) from Sunday, 3 October to Wednesday, 6 October 
2021; which was held in a hybrid format in Bern. On this occasion, the host country took the 
opportunity to launch the "Road to Bern" programme, which started in January 2020 and ran until 
the start of the UNWDF 2021. 

This final report is divided into four main parts: the preparatory process; the "Road to Bern" and 
UNWDF 2021. First, the preparatory process for the UNWDF 2021 and the "Road to Bern" is ex-
plained. Next, a chapter is dedicated to the "Road to Bern". Not only are the basic concept and the 
associated activities reviewed, but a sub-chapter is devoted to the Bern Network, the "Road to the 
SDGs' Implementation", and "Lessons Learned". Finally, there is a chapter on UNWDF 2021. This 
chapter, which is the most substantial of the report, deals with the sustainability of the event, the 
topics addressed, the participation, the daily summary of the event, the results of UNWDF 2021, 
external partners and those of the Confederation, as well as the "Lessons learned". Finally, a con-
clusion closes the report.  

This report is based on the two federal internal reports written earlier at the end of 2021: one on 
the “Road to Bern” and one on the UNWDF 2021. Only available in English, this document repre-
sents a summarised version with all the main information of potential public interest. It was es-
pecially made for the UNWDF so that it could be held sustainably in the future. 
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1 Summary 
The United Nations World Data Forum 2021 (UNWDF) was organised by the Swiss Confederation, 
in collaboration with the United Nations, from Sunday, 3 October to Wednesday, 6 October 2021; 
and was held in a hybrid format in Bern.  

As the host country of the third UNWDF, Switzerland took the opportunity to launch a programme 
of activities called the "Road to Bern". The aim of this programme was to promote an exchange of 
ideas on the topics to be discussed at the UNWDF 2021 and to support the implementation of the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (2030 Agenda) in Switzerland. The "Road to Bern" 
was implemented by various actors, including three departments of the Federal Administration: 
the Federal Department of Home Affairs, the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs and the Fed-
eral Department of the Environment, Transport, Energy and Communications. 

Owing to the COVID-19 pandemic, the UNWDF, originally scheduled for October 2020, had to be 
pushed back to 2021. This extraordinary situation, which hit us only three months after the launch 
of “Road to Bern”, disrupted and slowed down activities, which have nevertheless resumed at full 
tempo. Many of the events forming part of the “Road to Bern” were held either virtually or in a 
hybrid format, thus broadening participation and reaching a very international audience. In Octo-
ber 2020, a virtual edition of the forum was organised, with 10,000 participants. 

Main lesson learned from the launching of the Road to Bern: 
1. We maintained momentum, among other things by attracting an audience outside the 

field of statistics and by engaging the general public. With several activities organised 
during the year, including not just events but also campaigns on social networks, com-
petitions, publications, etc., more and more people have become involved in areas relat-
ing to the key issues of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.   

 

The UNWDF is of global importance and is linked directly to the 2030 Agenda. It provides a dis-
cussion space for the various communities of data producers and users. Open to representatives 
of the economy, science, the media, national statistical offices, as well as to other administra-
tions and fields, it enables the international community to engage in productive dialogue and 
also to identify ways of mobilising the resources needed for the development of data. Thus, the 
aim of the forum is to support the implementation of the 2030 Agenda through high-quality 
data. 
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The forum was attended by several high-level personalities in Bern and online. This included the 
opening ceremony on Sunday, 3 October 2021, with speeches expected from Federal Councillor 
Alain Berset, as well as UN Secretary-General António Guterres and Microsoft President Brad 
Smith, both via video link. In addition, we also note the active intervention of youth representa-
tives from Peru and Switzerland, as well as a group discussion between a statistician, a philoso-
pher, a representative of the sciences and a representative of civil society. 

Throughout the seven plenary sessions and 66 parallel sessions, speakers reiterated the need to 
put people at the heart of data collection and dissemination; while advocating for innovative ap-
proaches to ensure the visibility of marginalised communities and the return of any data gath-
ered to suppliers, so that solutions could be localised. 

At the end of UNWDF 2021, the "Bern Data Compact for the Decade of Action on the Sustaina-
ble Development Goals" was presented, recording the outcomes of the forum. This compact calls 
on the international community, including the private sector, civil society, the media, the general 
public and governments, to work together in the data ecosystem to ensure implementation of all 
aspects of the 2030 Agenda. In addition, UNWDF 2021 was one of the first global UN confer-
ences organised in a hybrid format since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic. The challenge of 
organising such an event was met successfully. The expertise acquired during this project can 
be used to support future major events, including those organised by Switzerland.  

Despite restrictions and reticence due to the pandemic, 673 stakeholders travelled to attend the 
conference on location in Bern. Finally, thanks to this conference and the partnerships created, a 
powerful link has been forged between development and statistics, which is all the more im-
portant in the run-up to 2030 and for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda. 

Main lessons learned from hosting the UNWDF 2021: 
2. We helped to create a community by bringing together participants from the statistical 

field and from other fields, also attracting a younger audience, as well as the general 
public. We also collaborated with many key partners; 

3. We made use of a Sustainability Concept and have therefore paved the way for more 
sustainable events by providing some food for thought for the organisers of future UN-
WDFs and conferences in general; 

4. We were confronted early on with the COVID-19 pandemic and had to be extremely 
flexible in organising the "Road to Bern" programme and especially, the UNWDF 2021. 
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As a result, it was important to hold a large number of meetings in order to monitor the 
situation.  

 

Finally, in order for the efforts put in place under the "Road to Bern" not to run out of steam when 
UNWDF 2021 ends, it will be necessary for stakeholders to come together to decide on the next 
steps. Discussions must take place on activities to be planned for the coming months, in view of 
the fourth UNWDF in Hangzhou, China; and also for the next few years, with 2030 Agenda in 
mind. The momentum created between the forums should therefore be maintained; in particular, 
by continuing to carry out various activities, so as to engage the general public on the topic areas 
surrounding sustainable development and data. 

 

  



 

 

 

7/36 

 

2 Introduction 
Organised by both Switzerland and the United Nations, the third edition of the United Nations 
World Data Forum (UNWDF) was held from Sunday, 3 October to Wednesday, 6 October 2021, 
in a hybrid format, in Bern. The first edition was held in 2017 in Cape Town, South Africa, while 
the second edition took place in 2018 in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. 

As the host country of the third edition of UNWDF 2021, Switzerland, on behalf of Alain Berset 
(former President of the Swiss Confederation and Minister of the Interior), took the initiative to 
launch the "Road to Bern" programme. This programme was developed by the Federal Administra-
tion (Federal Statistical Office (FSO), Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC), the 
Prosperity and Sustainability Division of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) and the 
Federal Office for Spatial Development (ARE)), in collaboration with other national and interna-
tional actors. 

From January 2020 to October 2021, "Road to Bern" had two main objectives: (a) to promote an 
exchange of ideas on the topics to be discussed at UNWDF 2021 and (b) to support implementa-
tion of the 2030 Agenda in Switzerland. 

The UNWDF is a globally significant forum that aims to support the implementation of the 2030 
Agenda and its 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) with high quality, accessible, timely 
and reliable data enabling the objective assessment of the situations of individual countries. The 
UNWDF provides a space for discussion between different communities of data producers and 
users, such as representatives of national statistical offices, economics, science and the media; 
with the aim being to present innovative approaches to data compilation, processing and report-
ing. This community can then engage in productive dialogue and can identify ways of mobilising 
the resources needed for data development.  

For this third edition, the Swiss Confederation opted for an international conference respecting 
the principles of sustainability. To achieve this, a set of actions and recommendations was thus 
developed and grouped together within a sustainability plan. This is the first time that the forum 
has been organised with sustainability in mind, aiming to respect the three dimensions - eco-
nomic, social and environmental - of sustainable development. 
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3 Preparation Process 

3.1 UNWDF Preparations 

3.1.1 "Bid to host the 3rd United Nations World Data Forum 4th Quarter 2020” 

Before being declared host of the third United 
Nations World Data Forum (UNWDF), the 
Swiss Confederation prepared and submitted 
an offer entitled "Bid to host the 3rd United Na-
tions World Data Forum 4th Quarter 2020" to 
the High Level Group on Partnership, Coordi-
nation and Capacity Building in Statistics for 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Develop-
ment (HLG-PCCB), in August 2018. 

In this document, a letter of support listing the 
reasons why Switzerland should host the third 
UNWDF was first signed jointly by Alain Berset 
(former President of the Swiss Confederation 
and Minister of the Interior) and Ignazio Cassis 
(Federal Councillor and Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs). 

An introduction was provided by Georges-Simon Ulrich, Director General of the Swiss Federal 
Statistical Office (FSO), once again substantiating the reasons why Switzerland should be the next 
host and explaining more concrete elements, such as the associated budget and the conference 
centre in Bern.  

Thus, ten main criteria were first mentioned as reasons why all would benefit from a third UNWDF 
in Bern, Switzerland. The following are among the most important arguments. 

1. Support from the Swiss government and the government of the city of Bern; 
2. The Swiss culture of dialogue; 
3. The headquarters of international organisations; 
4. Expert knowledge; 
5. Experience in hosting conferences; 

Picture 1: Cover of the Swiss bid 
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6. Easy access to visas; 
7. Transport; 
8. The Conference Centre; 
9. Hotels; and 
10. Additional events in support of UNWDF 2021.1 

An overview of the budget followed, together with a reminder of the costs that would be shared 
equally between the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs and Home Affairs. Several sponsors 
were to be approached afterwards, in particular for the gala dinner. 
A letter from the Mayor of Bern, Alec von Graffenried, was also written as a way of emphasizing 
the reasons for holding the UNWDF 2021 in Bern. The city has a long tradition of official statistics; 
it can inspire thinkers to achieve high levels of cognitive performance and creativity. The docu-
ment ended with a presentation of the Kursaal conference centre and an overview of the hotels in 
Bern. 

                                                      

1 Previously UNWDF 2020 

Picture 2: Export of the Swiss bid 
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3.1.1.1 Letters of Support 

In addition, several organisations have written to offer their support for a possible UNWDF in 
Switzerland. Thus, the letters were collected in an accompanying document "Support Letters - 3rd 
UN World Data Forum". These letters include those from the World Economic Forum (WEF), the 
Swiss Statistics Society, the University of Bern, the Center for Development and Environment of 
the University of Bern, Alliance Sud, the Swiss Council for Youth Activities, the Federation of Swiss 
Enterprises, the Swiss Employers' Union, Travail.Suisse, Transfair and the Swiss National Bank. 

3.1.1.2 Candidate Videos 

The Swiss Confederation has prepared two candidate videos. The first video consists of the main 
candidate video; this is intended to present both Switzerland and Switzerland's motivation for 
hosting the third forum. The second video features persons who have actively supported the coun-
try's candidacy, including Peter Messerli (formerly professor at the University of Bern) and Alois 
Zwinggi (Managing Director WEF). 

3.2 Preparations for the “Road to Bern” 
Further to the document produced to host the UNWDF, the last criterion referred to additional 
events. Indeed, the idea was to integrate the UNWDF into existing Swiss, European and global 
processes. 

The Swiss Confederation announced its readiness to organise several events before hosting the 
forum, together with national and international partners. Switzerland was thus already sure that, 
thanks to these events and preliminary meetings, it was going to be possible to welcome stake-
holders, ideas and new developments for inclusion in the forum. These events would be grouped 
together in a programme of activities, which is now known as the "Road to Bern". 

The idea was that, based on these meetings and events, the sessions at the forum would cover 
these discussions. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H6RA5nbvtQI
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4 The “Road to Bern” 

4.1 Concept  
The "Road to Bern" concept was developed by the Federal Admin-
istration (Federal Department of Home Affairs (Federal Statistical 
Office (FSO)), the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (Swiss 
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC), Prosperity and 
Sustainability Area) and the Federal Department of the Environment, 
Transport, Energy and Communications (the Federal Office for Ter-
ritorial Development (AER)), in collaboration with other stakeholders. This concept described the 
idea of a "Road to Bern" and demonstrated how UNWDF 2021, which would be held in Bern, could 
be supported by a series of preliminary discussions, from January 2020 until 3 October 2021. 

In 2020 and 2021, the "Road to Bern" had two main objectives: to promote exchanges on the 
topics to be discussed at UNWDF 2021 and to support the implementation of the 2030 Agenda 
in Switzerland. 

The concept consisted of, on the one hand, the national "Road to Bern" and, on the other, an inter-
national "Road to Bern". The Confederation thus participated in existing conferences organised by 
external partners, whether national or international, and organised its own activities, both at na-
tional and international levels. 

More specifically, the "Road to Bern" aimed at the following detailed objectives: to show the added 
value of official statistics for evidence-based policy decisions and democratic debate; to facilitate 
and strengthen dialogue between producers of public and private statistical data and information 
and users; to demonstrate and strengthen the role of official statistics in monitoring the imple-
mentation of the 2030 Agenda and public policies in Switzerland; to share and build on know-how 
and knowledge in measuring sustainable development in Switzerland and in collaboration with 
other countries and with all institutional, private and associative actors; and to raise awareness 
and to prepare producers and users of data and statistical information for the objectives of UN-
WDF 2021. 

In addition, the "Road to Bern" sought to convey the following five key messages: 

Picture 3: The “Road to Bern” logo -       
developed by FSO 
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A. "Leave No-One Behind': new data sources and official statistics must provide relevant data 
and information on all social groups and territories. The "Road to Bern" sets the course in 
this direction; 

B. Accountability: statistical information feeds the democratic debate in an independent, co-
herent and transparent way. The "Road to Bern" supports and promotes the understanding 
and use of this information by users; 

C. Data: New sources of data are proliferating and provide an answer to emerging problems. 
Official statistics provide data that are reproducible, stable and collected in the respect of 
privacy. The “Road to Bern" helps to bring these two worlds closer together; 

D. Communication: Communication on the challenges posed by the 2030 Agenda is complex. 
Statistical information facilitates both communication and a general understanding of 
these issues. The "Road to Bern" promotes statistical storytelling and the development of 
appropriate communication tools. It also encourages improvement of the ability to under-
stand and appropriate statistical information; 

E. Research and development: the 2030 Agenda includes many complex, interconnected 
challenges. Statistical information collected and prepared in a consistent manner contrib-
utes to a better understanding of these challenges. The "Road to Bern" encourages R&D in 
the modelling of complex phenomena. 

4.2 Activities 
In view of all the activities planned within the framework of Road to Bern, we created several sub-
groups, e.g. one for the topic of gender, with members such as the Federal Office for Gender 
Equality and the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC), as well as another with 
the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) for all the topics they deal with. We also created 
ad-hoc groups for events abroad. For example for the events planned in Colombia, we created a 
working group for several months, with the “Centro de Pensamiento Estratégico Internacional” 
(CEPEI), the “Departamento Administrativo Nacional de Estadística” (DANE) and the Swiss Em-
bassy in Bogota, Colombia. 

Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, which struck shortly after the launch of the “Road to Bern”, 37 
activities took place in 2020, of which 18 were national and 19 were international. Whereas in 
2021, a total of 34 activities took place, of which 14 were at national level and 20 at international 
level. From its launch to the opening ceremony of the UNWDF 2021, the "Road to Bern" therefore 
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included 71 activities (32 national and 39 international – see the list of activities in the appendix); 
these were mainly panel discussion events but there were also publications and competitions. In 
June 2020, the UNWDF had to be postponed until 2021, although a virtual edition took place in 
2020 on the dates originally scheduled. 

Events organised as part of the "Road to Bern" included the webinar series from the Latin American 
and Caribbean region and the "Road to Bern via Geneva" dialogues on digitalisation and round 
tables forming part of the Rendez-vous Bundesplatz show. In addition, two competitions and three 
social media campaigns were launched, as well as various publications in newspapers, such as 
the bulletin of the Swiss Statistical Society. 

The activities organised within the 
framework of the international "Road 
to Bern" are the result of collaboration 
with partners such as the United Na-
tions, other countries, financial insti-
tutions, international organisations 
and academia in particular. Before the 
majority of international events went 
online, they were staged in France 
(Paris), Egypt (Cairo), the United 
States (New York and Washington), as 
well as in Switzerland in Davos and 
Geneva. In total, the international 
"Road to Bern" spread over four conti-
nents: Europe, Asia, Africa and Amer-
ica (North and South America). Ten 
countries2 were greatly involved in or-
ganising the events. To set up all the 
activities, the Swiss Confederation 
was able to count on 58 partners, 47 of whom were external to the Swiss Confederation.  

As far as the national "Road to Bern" is concerned, many initiatives were taken to include the Swiss 
public. These included the “Tour de Suisse”, launched in June 2021 in Fribourg, the FSO Open 
                                                      

2 France, United States, Russia, Madagascar, Poland, Mali, Colombia, Moldova, Thailand, Egypt. 

Picture 4: FSO building with SDG car at the FSO Open Day - picture taken by FSO 

https://www.rendezvousbundesplatz.ch/
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Day on the role of official statistics regarding sustainable development in August 2021, which 
was the first in eleven years, and the round tables forming part of Rendez-vous Bundesplatz.  

In terms of participation, the FSO Open Day was a great success and was the most visited event 
of the national "Road to Bern", with 950 participants. Participation at the other events ranged 
from 30 to several hundred participants. In addition, the events were held in nine Swiss cities, 
spread across three language regions: French-speaking Switzerland, German-speaking Switzer-
land and Ticino. Switzerland was able to count on 22 national partners, 16 of whom were external 
to the Swiss Confederation, to implement the 32 activities. The partners included five academic 
partners, eight national organisations, four from the private sector and five from national and 
cantonal governments. Social media campaigns are also worth mentioning, with the associated 
publications achieving more than 30,000 views.  

4.3 The Bern Network on Financing Data for Development 
The UNWDF is closely linked to development. One of its main objectives is to close the data fi-
nancing gap in developing countries and to support their statistical systems, so that they can 
produce the relevant SDG indicators to measure their progress. For this reason, Switzerland 
committed to hosting the UNWDF 2021 in order to bring the statistical and development com-
munities closer together. The Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) and the 
FSO therefore convened the Bern Network on Financing Data for Development (Bern Network), 
as part of the preparatory process. 

This network brings together developmental actors, such as bilateral and multilateral develop-
ment agencies, international agencies and think-tanks specialising in data. The Bern Network 
was launched in early 2019, with the aim of contributing to the funding of development data. It 
has convened several times, engaged in dialogue and produced recommendations for better 
funding. Its main project and achievement is the "Clearing House for Financing Development 
Data". This virtual platform can help countries and their developmental partners to identify fund-
ing opportunities, implement large-scale projects, advocate for data and statistical support and 
connect to new partners. The virtual clearing-house contributes to implementation of the Bern 
Data Compact. 

https://bernnetwork.org/ 

https://smartdatafinance.org/ 

https://bernnetwork.org/
https://smartdatafinance.org/
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4.4 Swiss activities and projects after the UNWDF 2021 
The Swiss Confederation conducted the "Road to Bern" programme from January 2020 until the 
opening ceremony of UNWDF 2021 in Bern, on 3 October 2021. The idea was that all the efforts 
put in place under the auspices of the "Road to Bern" should not run out of steam at the end of 
the forum, but should continue beyond that. The names and forms of these new initiatives have 
not yet been decided on. It will have to be finalised during the discussions with all of the stake-
holders in the coming months. However, it is desirable that activities continue at least until the 
next forum in 2023 in Hangzhou, China. Like the “Road to Bern”, this new project would also be 
established around the world and with the same ultimate objective: realisation of the 2030 
Agenda. 

The last plenary session of UNWDF 2021 was devoted to what happens next, "The Road from 
Bern... navigating the data future". On this occasion, it was noted that the statistical community 
is undergoing a transition towards the exploitation of non-traditional data sources. The COVID-
19 pandemic will have had the effect of causing the geo-spatial community to take rapid action. 
The launch of the Clearing House for Financing Development Data, which is certain to have a 
positive future impact on financing data by helping to match aid with demand, was welcomed. 
Finally, the World Bank and the OECD also intervened to announce their future projects. The for-
mer announced the launch of the Global Data Facility (GDF), which aims to support data and sta-
tistical priorities at global, regional, national and EU levels, delivering on a promise made at the 
UNWDF in 2018; while the latter plans to adopt a recommendation on improving data access 
and sharing. 

4.5 "Lessons Learned" 

4.5.1 Lessons Learned 1: Maintaining Momentum 

It is important to get momentum going very early on when the date and location of the UNWDF is 
determined. A concept written in conjunction with all stakeholders makes it possible to define the 
common objectives for the UNWDF. The aim is, throughout the period leading up to the forthcom-
ing edition of the UNWDF, to plan a number of activities and events (although not exceeding the 
resources available) in collaboration with partners in all fields, in order to reach an ever-growing 
audience for the UNWDF. Partnerships created beyond the field of statistics in all these activities 
are essential. 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/research/brief/global-data-facility#:~:text=The%20Global%20Data%20Facility%20is%20designed%20to%20enable%20exponential%20improvements,transformational%20social%20and%20economic%20development.
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It turned out to be extremely positive not to focus "just" on the key event of UNWDF 2021, but to 
create a dynamic that preceded the forum. This enabled the various forums to be linked together, 
so that throughout the months between forums, discussions continue intensively. 

Attracting an audience outside the field of statistics and engaging the general public, in particular, 
in this issue, remains difficult; but with several activities organised throughout the year, which 
included not just events but also campaigns on social networks, competitions, and publications, 
etc., more and more people became involved in areas related to the key issues of the 2030 
Agenda.  

5 United Nations World Data Forum 2021 

5.1 A Sustainable forum 
The Swiss Confederation decided to make 
the UNWDF 2021 an international confer-
ence respecting the principles of sustaina-
bility. To achieve this, a set of actions and 
recommendations were developed and 
grouped together as part of a sustainability 
plan. 

The sustainability concept was drafted by 
the Road to Bern/UNWDF project team, in collaboration with the Federal Department of Foreign 
Affairs (FDFA), the Federal Office for Territorial Development (AER) and the Swiss Federal Office 
of Energy (SFOE), as well as in partnership with the United Nations, Kursaal Bern AG, the avia-
tion company SWISS, Bern Welcome, Switzerland Tourism and CBM Global, which works closely 
with the International Disability Alliance. 

The conference thus aimed to respect the three dimensions – economic, social and environmen-
tal – of sustainable development. The main challenge was to better control CO2 emissions, 
waste management and water consumption, without neglecting any social and economic factors. 
Of course, it was also a question of ensuring gender equality, balanced geographical representa-
tion, accessibility for persons with disabilities and the economic benefits that the event could 
bring to the Bern region and Switzerland. 

Picture 5: The UNWDF logo - developed by the UN 

https://roadtobern.swiss/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Flyer-Nachhaltigkeitsbroschure-en.pdf


 

 

 

17/36 

 

This was the first time that the forum had been organised 
with sustainability in mind. As the host country, the Swiss 
Confederation hoped to provide a framework for rich dis-
cussions, with a view to improving the use of data and en-
suring that no-one is left behind. It also sought to respect 
the environment, human beings and the local economy. 

In addition, through this sustainability concept, the Swiss 
Confederation was aiming to provide useful elements for 
the organisers of future events who might like to focus 
their management activities on sustainability. Indeed, the 
partnerships concluded and consolidated during the forum 
also included the transfer of knowledge and experience to 

the organisers of future events. The measures and recommendations set out in the concept will 
undoubtedly be used to develop more sustainable events in the future. 

Overall, feedback on the sustainability concept has been overwhelmingly positive. Although the 
actions and recommendations grouped together in the document had many different types of 
impact on the smooth running of the UNWDF 2021 as a climate-neutral event, some worked 
less well than others. As a result, below, a special chapter lists the positive points and the points 
that still have room for improvement for future event organisers, who will be able to draw on 
this information. (See also: Report on the Implementation of the Concept of Sustainability) 

5.2 Topics  
The UNWDF 2021 programme was structured around six topic areas: 

- New Approaches to Capacity Development for Better Data; 

- Innovations and Synergies between Data Ecosystems; 

- Leaving No-One Behind; 

- Understanding the World through Data; 

- Building Trust in Data and Statistics; 

- Where Are We Now? 

Picture 6: Cover of the sustainability concept 

https://roadtobern.swiss/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Report-SustainabilityConcept-UNWDF2021-en.pdf
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5.3 Shareholdings  
Despite the pandemic, 673 name badges (103 for International Geneva, 173 for Switzerland and 
397 for the rest of the world) were created and handed out to participants in Bern, while 7000+ 
people participated virtually in the hybrid forum. 

180+ countries were represented throughout the forum. A satisfactory distribution between 
countries can be highlighted, with a majority of participants coming from Europe (30%), a large 
proportion from Asia (27%), and even a considerable proportion originating from Africa (19%) 
and North America (12%). We note further a lower turnout from Latin America and the Carib-
bean (10%), as well as from Oceania (2%). 

The profile of participants was also well balanced at gender level, with more women (51.4%) 
than men (47.1%).3 

The majority of participants were under the age of 44, with an equal proportion aged 25-34 
(31%) and 35-44 (31%). Next, a considerable proportion of participants was aged 45-54 years 
(19%) and 55-64 years (9%). There was, however, a smaller proportion of younger participants 
between 15-24 years (5%) and older (65 and over (2%). 

In terms of the type of organisation to which the participants belonged, the largest share came 
from international agencies (24%) and national statistical offices (19%). A professional/aca-
demic contingent (14%) and other governments (13%) also figure. Civil society and the private 
sector were represented in equal numbers (9%). Other profiles were even more seldom, such as 
philanthropic organisations and donors (2%), the media and professionals in the geo-spatial 
field (1%). 

5.4 UNWDF 2021 Summary4 

5.4.1 Sunday, 3 October 2021 

The forum saw several high-level personalities in attendance, including at the opening ceremony 
on Sunday, 3 October 2021. 

                                                      

3 1.5% of the participants surveyed did not wish to share this information. 
4 The daily summaries are based on the final report of our partner "International Institute for Sustainable Development" (IISD), see: 

https://enb.iisd.org/un-world-data-forum-2021.  

https://enb.iisd.org/un-world-data-forum-2021
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A highlight of the 
first day was Alain 
Berset, Head of the 
Federal Department 
of Home Affairs, 
stressing the need to 
create an information 
base for political en-
gagement, in recogni-
tion of the fact that 
the pandemic is 
threatening 50 years 
of development progress. He reiterated the importance of reliable data that can be used to un-
derstand and act on the world, as climate change, migration, geopolitical uncertainties and 
growing inequalities render the world more volatile.  

In a video message, UN Secretary-General António Guterres called for responsible investment in 
data, noting that people must be both empowered and protected. He welcomed the launch of 
new funding instruments and spaces such as the UN Peace Security Data Hub.  

Also via video, Brad Smith, the President of 
Microsoft, explained that regardless of the 
problem, data can play an indispensable role 
in providing a solution. He outlined key ac-
tions that need to be taken, including: ensur-
ing trust in data by protecting data security 
and confidentiality, promoting data openness 
and increasing opportunities for capacity 
building of individuals. 

To close the opening ceremony, a reception on a musical note followed, with a performance by 
the Hornroh musicians and their alphorns. 

Picture 7: Opening ceremony at the UNWDF with Alain Berset and Georges-Simon Ulrich - Picture taken by IISD 

Picture 8: Hornroh at the opening ceremony at the UNWDF - Picture taken 
by IISD 
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5.4.2 Monday, 4 October 2021 

On the second day, three high-level 
plenary sessions took place: "Have 
we been going about capacity de-
velopment the wrong way?”; “How 
to innovate timely data for Covid-
19 and the SDGs?" and "Leaving 
no-one behind, the need to meas-
ure equity!” The parallel session 
organised by Switzerland in partic-
ular, is also worth noting: "Smart 
investments in data for develop-
ment", with a focus on the launch of the "Clearing House for financing development data". 

To close the day, a “Meet'n'Jazz” drinks reception was offered to participants, so that they could 
continue their discussions informally against a background of music played by the Bern Univer-
sity of the Arts. 

Summary Table 1: Plenary Sessions 

Name of Session Organisation of Session 
Have we been going about capacity development 
the wrong way? 

United Nations World Data Forum        
(UNWDF) Programme Committee 
 

How to innovate timely data for COVID-19 and 
the SDGs? 

United Nations World Data Forum        
(UNWDF) Programme Committee 
 

Leaving no one behind, the need to measure eq-
uity 

United Nations World Data Forum        
(UNWDF) Programme Committee 
 

 

 

 

Picture 9: Stefan Schweinfest and Georges-Simon Ulrich - Picture taken by IISD 
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Summary Table 2: Sessions organised by Switzerland 

Name of Session Organisation of Session Session Type 
Smart investments in data for 
development: Launch of the 
Clearing House for Financing 
Development Data 
 

Bern Network Secretariat; 
Swiss Agency for Develop-
ment and Cooperation (SDC); 
Swiss Federal Statistical Of-
fice (SFSO); Partnership in 
Statistics for Development in 
the 21st Century (PARIS21); 
United Nations Statistics Di-
vision (UNSD-DESA); Open 
Data Watch (ODW); Global 
Partnership for Sustainable 
Development Data (GPSDD); 
World Bank; Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD) 

Parallel session 

5.4.3 Tuesday, 5 October 2021 

On the third day, two high-level plenary ses-
sions were held: "Making it add up, counting 
on data and statistics during pandemics and 
other disasters!" and "Trust in Data: balanc-
ing quality, privacy and transparency!". In 
particular, an intervention by Switzerland 
took place during the parallel session "Data-
driven Vaccination Strategy for a COVID-19-
free World". 

The day ended with a gala evening, during which presentations were held on "fake news", gender 
statistics and a discussion on digitalisation. Three groups of musicians performed throughout 
the evening, giving it a festive feel.  

 

Picture 10: Plenary session at Kursaal Arena - Picture taken by IISD 
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Summary Table 3: Plenary Sessions 

Name of Session Organisation of Session 
Making it Add Up, Counting on Data and Statistics 
During Pandemics and other Disasters 
 

United Nations World Data Forum (UN-
WDF) Programme Committee 
 

Trust in Data: balancing quality, privacy and 
transparency 
 

United Nations World Data Forum (UN-
WDF) Programme Committee 
 

Summary Table 4: Sessions organised by Switzerland 

Name of Session Organisation of Session 
Gala evening: "A wonderful dream of love, peace 
and data for everyone" 

Federal Statistical Office 
 

 

5.4.4 Wednesday, 6 October 2021 

On the last day of the forum, two plenary sessions were held: "Data for Accountability to the 
People" and "The Road from Bern... navigating the data future!" Switzerland was particularly ac-
tive during the last day of the forum, organising two parallel sessions: "TWICE INVISIBLE, Lack 
of Education in Crises Leaves Internally Displaced Children behind -- Time to Act!"; "Building 
Trust in the Humanitarian Data Ecosystem" and the plenary session "Data for Accountability to 
the People". 

During the closing session, Amina J. Mohammed highlighted the opportunity to build on the inno-
vative partnerships created during the COVID-19 pandemic. Another highlight was the presenta-
tion by Francesca Perucci, UN Statistics Division (UNSD), of the Bern Data Compact for the 
Decade of Action on the Sustainable Development Goals, providing commitments to strengthen 
partnerships and leverage solutions to produce inclusive data. Thomas Gass, from the Swiss 
Agency for Development and Cooperation, then said that data is power and that it must be given 
to people, so that everyone can be involved in achieving the SDGs. 

As at the end of each previous UNWDF, it was time to announce the next host. Elsa Dhuli, from 
the Albanian Institute of Statistics, announced that the fourth session of the UNWDF would be 
held in Hangzhou, China, in 2023, and the fifth session in Medellín, Colombia, in October 2024. 
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To celebrate this and to pass the baton, Georges-Simon Ulrich, Director General of the Federal 
Statistical Office, presented a traditional Swiss cowbell to Jiang Xiaowei of the Embassy of the 
People's Republic of China in Switzerland. Jiang Xiaowei said he was looking forward to being 
the next host of the UNWDF. 

With his closing words, 
Stefan Schweinfest, Direc-
tor of UNSD, urged the data 
community to "stick to-
gether". Liu Zhenmin, Under-
Secretary-General of the UN 
Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs, com-
mended participants for ad-
vancing state-of-the-art 
data solutions and partner-
ships. Finally, Georges-Simon Ulrich closed the forum by urging everyone to take the inspiration 
gained in Bern and turn it into action.  

A last “Meet'n'Jazz” reception closed the forum on a new musical note. 

Summary Table 5: Plenary Sessions 

Name of Session Organisation of Session 
Data for Accountability to the People Swiss Agency for Development and Coop-

eration (SDC) 
 

The road from Bern ... navigating the data future 
 

High-level Group for Partnership, Coordi-
nation and Capacity-Building for Statistics 
(HLG-PCCB) for the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development 

 

 

 

Picture 11: Switzerland hands over to China - Picture taken by IISD 
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Summary Table 6: Sessions organised by Switzerland 

Name of Session Organisation of Session Session Type 
Data for Accountability to the 
People 

Swiss Agency for Develop-
ment and Cooperation (SDC) 

Plenary Session 

"TWICE INVISIBLE, lack of ed-
ucation in crises leaves Inter-
nally Displaced Children be-
hind –– Time to Act! 

Swiss Agency for Develop-
ment and Cooperation (SDC) 

Parallel session 

Building Trust in the Humani-
tarian Data Ecosystem 
 

Federal Department of For-
eign Affairs (FDFA), Interna-
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC), United Nations 
Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (UNO-
CHA), Centre for Humanitar-
ian Data 

Parallel session 

5.5 UNWDF 2021 Results 

5.5.1 Key Results 

The UNWDF 2021 has led to concrete results, such as the Bern Data Compact, but the experience 
gained goes beyond that.  

The UNWDF 2021 was one of the first global UN conferences organised in a hybrid format since 
the start of the COVID-19 pandemic. It was a challenge to organise a conference of this size both 
online and in person with the uncertainties of the COVID-19 pandemic. Thanks to the profession-
alism of the partners and careful planning, this challenge was met successfully.  

Many stakeholders did participate online, but it is above all the number of face-to-face participa-
tions that must be noted, since almost 700 people made the trip to attend this conference. This 
can be commended in view of the restrictions and reluctance associated with the pandemic. 
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Thanks to this conference, and in particular the networking that took place throughout the con-
ference (both formally and informally), a strong link was created between two dimensions - de-
velopment and statistics - which is all the more important in view of the Decade of Action for 
achieving the goals of the 2030 Agenda. 

5.5.2 Bern Data Compact for the Decade of Action on the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals 

As was the case for the first two UNWDF, the results of the forum were recorded in a final re-
port published at the end of the forum, the Bern Data Compact for the Decade of Action on the 
Sustainable Development Goals. 

The Bern Data Compact expresses the commitments of the participants to strengthen partner-
ships and take advantage of solutions to produce inclusive data. It calls on the international 
community to work together to ensure investments in national data ecosystems, with a view to 
enabling the production of high-quality, timely, open, reliable and disaggregated data for evi-
dence-based decision-making where every individual is represented. The compact recognises 
and invites governments, civil society, the private sector, the geo-spatial community, academic 
and professional associations, the media, the general public, the donor and philanthropic com-
munity and the UN system to cooperate in gathering more data. 

To accelerate the implementation of the Cape Town Global Action Plan, adopted at the first UN 
World Data Forum in South Africa in 2017, the compact calls for commitment and action on the 
way to the fourth UNWDF, including building data capacity, establishing partnerships, cultivat-
ing efforts to leave no-one behind and to build trust, and increasing investment. (See the Bern 
Data Compact, in the Appendix) 

5.5.3 Switzerland's contribution to implementation of the Bern Data Compact 

Together with partners such as PARIS21 and the Bern Network, Switzerland (SDC) has developed 
an innovative platform, the Clearing House for Financing Development Data 
(https://smartdatafinance.org/), which was launched at UNWDF 2021. This virtual platform can 
help countries and their developmental partners to identify funding opportunities, implement 
large-scale projects, advocate for data and statistical support and connect to new partners. The 
virtual clearing-house contributes to implementation of the Bern Data Compact. 

https://roadtobern.swiss/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/UNWDF-Outcome-Document.pdf
https://roadtobern.swiss/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/UNWDF-Outcome-Document.pdf
https://smartdatafinance.org/
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5.5.4 Video "What have statistics ever done for us?" 

A video was produced for the opening ceremony of the United Nations World Data Forum 2021 
(UNWDF). It was shot to demonstrate the added value of statistical information, in a humorous 
tone. (See the video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HigpKOWNdXU ) 

5.5.5 Book “SDGraphical” 

This impressive book is the 
result of years of work by the 
United Nations Statistical 
Commission. It presents a 
wealth of data and indicators 
on the state of the world in 
which we live. Like a magnify-
ing glass, it highlights the 
points where our collective 
efforts are bearing fruit and 
those where they are not or 
not yet. (See the book: 
https://roadtobern.swiss/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/BFS_SDG_Web_CoverInhalt.pdf 

5.6 UNWDF 2021 Partners 
As part of the UNWDF organisation, several key partners contributed to the success of the con-
ference. 

Kursaal AG Our main partner was Kursaal AG, which provided us with the venue for the 
forum in Bern. 

City of Bern / 
Bern Welcome 

The city of Bern was very supportive.Hotels offered particularly valuable 
collaboration. Forum participants staying in Bern were able to benefit from 
preferential rates. The city of Bern was also a sponsor for UNWDF 2021. 

Lufthansa Group 
airlines: 

"Swiss International Airlines" (airline of the Lufthansa Group) was the offi-
cial carrier of UNWDF 2021 in Bern. The Swiss national airline is one of our 
main partners for UNWDF 2021. It offered all participants up to 10% off its 
standard rates.  

Picture 12: The book SDGraphical - picture taken by IISD 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HigpKOWNdXU
https://roadtobern.swiss/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/BFS_SDG_Web_CoverInhalt.pdf
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A video on the 2030 Agenda produced by the "Road to Bern"/UNWDF pro-
ject group was broadcast on aircraft ahead of UNWDF 2021. 

Bernmobil We collaborated with Bernmobil on the conference.A video on the 2030 
Agenda produced by the "Road to Bern" / UNWDF project group was broad-
cast on public transport in the city of Bern. 

Publibike 
 

Publibike was one of our partners in the forum. We worked together to give 
participants free use of the bike for the first few minutes of their ride. 

Switzerland 
Tourism 

Switzerland Tourism provided us with occasional support, particularly in the 
creation of the sustainability concept for the UNWDF 2021. 

CBM Global/ "In-
ternational Disa-
bility Alliance" 

CBM Global, which works closely with the “International Disability Alliance” 
provided us with occasional support, particularly in connection with the cre-
ation of the sustainability concept for UNWDF 2021. 

Mercator Mercator was the main sponsor of the "Road to Bern". 
International In-
stitute for Sus-
tainable Devel-
opment (IISD) 

The IISD was an important partner on site, taking professional photographs 
and writing a daily report after the conference. 

European Free 
Trade Associa-
tion (EFTA) 

To enable everyone to participate in the forum, it was conducted in hybrid 
form, although financial support was also available for some participants. 
In this context, we worked closely with EFTA.  
EFTA covered the costs of participation in UNWDF 2021 for a limited num-
ber of participants from the statistical institutes of the Eastern and South-
ern regions of the ENP who were making a presentation. Funding was pro-
vided on a first-come, first-served basis. 

5.7 Support from other federal offices 
"EDA-Events" has been one of our main partners in the Confederation. For information, "EDA-
Events" is a specialist department for the organisation of events and congresses of the Federal 
Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA), which is normally dedicated solely to the offices and divi-
sions of the FDFA.  

Without the support of "EDA-Events", it would not have been possible to organise this conference. 
The involvement of this partner was essential for the organisation in general. Logistics was an 
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important aspect, especially with the COVID-19 pandemic coming into play and causing a series 
of challenges. In addition, together with the specialised services of the Mission of Switzerland to 
the United Nations and other International Organizations in Geneva, "EDA-Events" took over the 
management of issuing visas, together with all the exchanges of emails and phone calls that this 
entailed. Finally, one of our partner's core responsibilities was the creation, printing and delivery 
of on-site security badges for participants. 

In addition, the State Secretariat for Migration (SEM), the Mission of Switzerland to the United 
Nations and other International Organizations in Geneva, the Federal Office of Police (fedpol), the 
Federal Office of Public Health of Switzerland (FOPH) and the Federal Office for Construction and 
Logistics (FOCL) were also involved in the organisation of UNWDF 2021 and provided major sup-
port for the smooth running of the conference. Our partner "EDA-Events" was thus in charge of the 
coordination at the level of all these federal actors, whose services were essential for organising 
the conference. 

5.8 "Lessons Learned" 

5.8.1 Lessons Learned 2: Creating a Community  

As a reminder, the aim of the UNWDF is to bring together not only participants from the statistical 
field but also to broaden participation out to other fields. Thus, the forum is open to representa-
tives of the economy, science, the media, national statistical offices, as well as other administra-
tions and fields. In the future, however, an attempt should be made to increase the involvement of 
the private sector, which was poorly represented. Thought must be given to what private busi-
nesses might gain from such an event, in order to boost their numbers at the next and subsequent 
UNWDF(s). 

In order to attract a younger audience, a number of competitions were launched, while cooperation 
with strategic partners close to young people was sought; in particular, this was to ensure that 
the voice of young people was represented at UNWDF. 

Finally, for the conference to be a success, from an organisational point of view, it is also neces-
sary to include many key partners who would be able to provide support and who would be willing 
to meet together in multiple events when necessary. 
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5.8.2 Lessons Learned 3: Making Use of a Sustainability Concept  

The sustainability concept has been the subject of repeated praise by our partners and partici-
pants. It is the first UNWDF to deal with the sustainability factor, i.e. it was concerned with the 
sustainability of the event itself. 

Some sustainability factors worked very well, such as providing vegetarian buffets only, with var-
ious meatless dishes offered throughout the duration of the forum to guests, who were impressed 
by this initiative. In addition, the use of reusable tableware from the conference venue rather than 
the use of PET bottles should be noted. Another extremely positive and appreciated factor was the 
presence of sign language interpreters for the plenary sessions. However, some aspects of our 
sustainability concept were less successful than expected. Concerning the last point mentioned, 
relating to the SDG 10, it was difficult, if not impossible, to meet all demands and to provide 
support for all special cases or what were sometimes even isolated cases. As a result, although 
some people may have needed more support, this was not possible within the framework of the 
UNWDF 2021. This aspect was therefore criticised. In addition, the reusable cups distributed were 
not used. It was also difficult to estimate the number of participants and, in so doing, to limit food 
waste. Food leftovers were not taken away by guests.  

In this way, we paved the way for more sustainable events by providing some food for thought for 
the organisers of future UNWDFs and conferences in general; this was thanks to our actions and 
recommendations, which may be reused or even improved upon and adapted to take account of 
the relevant concerns. In addition, we are proud to say that we achieved a climate-neutral event 
by offsetting all our emissions in collaboration with ClimatePartner. 

5.8.3 Lessons Learned 4: Flexible Organisation 

We were confronted early on with the COVID-19 pandemic and had to be extremely flexible in 
organising the "Road to Bern" programme and especially, the UNWDF 2021. As a result, it was 
important to hold a large number of meetings in order to monitor the situation.  

Firstly, it became necessary for Switzerland to invest a large amount of money to postpone the 
forum, which had been planned originally for October 2020. For example, the contracts of three 
staff members taken on for the project had to be extended by one year. In addition, the "Road to 
Bern" turned out to be much longer than expected. Even though this called for additional re-
sources (financial and human), it also proved to be a positive factor, because it gave the organis-
ers more time to prepare the forum.  
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The transition from a conference with about 1500 participants on site to a hybrid conference, 
with half of the participants present and live-streaming from five out of the nine rooms, was a 
major logistical (and costly) challenge.  

The situation due to the COVID-19 pandemic was by no means simple, as the immigration rules 
for entry into Switzerland were constantly changing. In addition, the situation differed greatly 
around the world, so that some sessions that should have originally taken place in Bern were 
cancelled or only held virtually. Informal exchanges with the Federal Office of Public Health and 
the State Secretariat for Migration were very important during this period, as they enabled us to 
take into consideration different implementation scenarios. 

Switzerland also proposed a change to the structure of the Host Country Agreement (HCA). In 
view of the health situation, the host country wished to introduce a paragraph on health. In addi-
tion, given the launch of a sustainability concept, the host country also wanted to introduce a 
chapter dedicated to sustainability. 

6 Conclusion 
Launched in January 2020, the "Road to Bern" was soon confronted with the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Thus, activities were disrupted and slowed down but were able to pick up steam again. Many 
events were held either virtually or in a hybrid format, which allowed for a more inclusive audience 
in terms of region, profession and socio-economic background. People who did not have the fi-
nancial resources or the time to travel to the event were able easily to participate online. Hence, 
as they were organised in virtual form, it was possible to go ahead with a large number of events. 
However, such events had certain limitations insofar as they did not encourage human interaction 
or spontaneous exchanges between participants, especially as informal exchanges can sometimes 
achieve greater progress than formal editions. 

The first objective of the "Road to Bern" was to promote the exchange of ideas on the topics to be 
discussed at UNWDF 2021. This proved to be very successful, with a large number of activities 
planned at national and international level. This demonstrates the involvement of many national 
and international partners in the preparation of the UNWDF 2021 both around the world and in 
Switzerland. The second objective of the "Road to Bern" was to support implementation of the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in Switzerland. To achieve this, the Swiss public must 
be aware of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its 17 goals; currently, less than 
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10% of the Swiss population is familiar with it. The initiatives launched by the Road to Bern/UN-
WDF project group therefore aimed to increase this awareness. The FSO's Open Day, the Tour de 
Suisse with the use of a customised vehicle bearing the image of the SDGs, the launch of two 
competitions on the SDGs, the inscription of the SDGs on the square in front of the Swiss Parlia-
ment Building), and the dissemination of messages on public transport in Bern and on the SWISS 
airline all contributed to this process. However, engaging the general public has been extremely 
resource-intensive. The efforts undertaken have probably raised awareness among a new, but still 
small, part of the population. Efforts must continue in this direction and this will take time. The 
activities launched by the Road to Bern, which have had a promising impact, are therefore only a 
beginning and will need to be continued. 

As far as UNWDF 2021 is concerned, in general, the feedback received from this third edition 
was extremely positive. The pleasure and relief of being able to gather together at such a large 
international conference was shared by all those present. After more than a year and a half of 
virtual exchanges, it was essential to meet face-to-face again, in order to exchange ideas. As a 
result, many informal discussions and meetings were possible outside the sessions, especially at 
the three social events that were organised. 

Throughout the seven plenary sessions and 66 parallel sessions, speakers reiterated the need to 
put people at the heart of data collection and dissemination; while advocating innovative ap-
proaches to ensure the visibility of marginalised communities and the return of any data gath-
ered to providers to locate solutions. The event generated a wave of multi-stakeholder collabo-
rative projects, which participants will seek to exploit and use in other policy areas. 

The Bern Data Compact for the Decade of Action on the Sustainable Development Goals aims to 
strengthen partnerships and to produce inclusive data to leave no-one behind. It calls on the in-
ternational community, including governments, the private sector, civil society and the general 
public, to work together to ensure investment in the data ecosystem; this is to enable the pro-
duction of high quality, timely, open, reliable and disaggregated data for evidence-based deci-
sion-making, where every individual is represented. 

On the participation side, it would have been desirable to have more private sector and more po-
litical representatives at the forum. Thought should be given to how to involve them more, to 
what benefit they can achieve from it, so that they can be asked to make their own contribu-
tions. 
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With regard to the extraordinary situation, we are also delighted that we succeeded in adapting 
to the different rules in force and that we were able to welcome almost 700 people during the 
four days of the conference. Despite the large number of visitors, the conference did not result 
in any spreading of coronavirus.  
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7 Appendix 

7.1 National Activities 
 27.01.2020: SDGs: Exchange - Networking – Perspectives 
 18.02.2020: 2020 General Assembly of the Sustainable Development Solutions Net-

work (SDSN) Switzerland 
 19.05.2020: The human and social sciences and innovation: creating change 
 26.06.2020: The 7th Swiss Conference on Data Science 
 29.06.2020: Measuring progress towards the SDGs - from indicators to new data 

sources 
 27.08.2020: Measuring progress towards the SDGs 
 28.08.2020: Energy Hackdays 2020 
 03.09.2020: SEVAL congress 2020: Participation in Evaluation - Illusion or Neces-

sity? 
 05.10.2020: Science Café Bern: The power of numbers 
 12.10.2020: Science Café Thun: The power of numbers 
 21.10.2020: Could worldwide social inequality be the downfall of sustainable develop-

ment? 
 22.10.2020: The FSO introduces itself – the people behind the statistics and what 

businesses can learn 
 22.10.2020: Is Switzerland a developing country? 
 28.10.2020: Forum ö 2020: And now what? Forging the future of Switzerland’s econ-

omy together! 
 18.05.2021: Sustainable Development Forum: Leave no one behind 
 05.06.2021: Tour de Suisse: First stop in Fribourg with Jacques Ducrest 
 02.07.2021: Tour de Suisse: See you in Zurich with Georges-Simon Ulrich 
 Tour de Suisse: Meeting in Lausanne with Petra Keller Guéguen 
 28.08.2021: Open day at the FSO 2021: Official statistics for sustainable develop-

ment 
 01.09.2021: Data as the raw material of a modern state 
 06-08.09.2021: Swiss Statistics meeting 2021 
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 09.09.2021: Away from plastics - approaches and solutions 
 16.09.2021: Food systems: are we eating at the expense of the most vulnerable? 
 22.09.2021: International cooperation with the private sector, a good development? 
 28.09.2021: Development cooperation - Quo vadis? 
 05.05.2021 (Launch): Sustainability in numbers 
 27.09.-10.10.2021: Videos on buses and trams in Bern 
 03.10.2021 (Publication date): Sustainability videos with Swiss personalities 
 03.10.2021 (Publication date): Video “What have statistics ever done for us?” 
 Undated: Union of Swiss Cities website 
 Undated: Newsletter of the European Sustainable Development Network (ESDN) 
 Undated: Newsletter of the Swiss Academy of Humanities and Social Sciences (SAHS) 

7.2 International Activities 
 13.01.2020: New approaches to capacity development for better data: How to scale 

up innovation? 
 19.01.2020: 2nd International Forum on Migration Statistics (IFMS) 
 21.01.2020: A new perspective on the economics of Global Health 
 19.02.2020: 1st dialogue of the Road to Bern via Geneva - Collecting data 
 28.02.2020: Making innovation, funding and governance work for development data 

in the "Decade of Action” 
 02.03.2020: UN Statistical Commission Side Event: More and Better Financing of 

Data for Development 
 04.03.2020: United Nations World Data Forum Information Briefing & Breakfast  
 08.04.2020: Unlocking the SDGs as a shared results framework: From ambition to 

action 
 22.04.2020: 2nd dialogue of the Road to Bern via Geneva: Data Protection 
 Data visualisation competition "Leave No One Behind" organised by Ecoparc and the 

FSO 
 26.05.2020: 3rd dialogue of the Road to Bern via Geneva": Sharing data 
 08.07.2020: HLPF 2020 - Side event: On the way to the UNWDF - why gender data 

and accountability matter 
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 10.07.2020: Moldova demographic outlook 2020 in the context of World Population 
Day & UN75 global conversation 

 05.10.2020: 15th Session of Asia-Pacific Stats Café Series: Financing Statistical De-
velopment 

 12.10.2020: 2nd ASEAN Forum on SDGs with National Development Planning Agencies 
 14.10.2020: 4th dialogue of the Road to Bern via Geneva: Using Data: Making data 

user-friendly – Towards Data Commons 
 15.10.2020: Data innovation in official statistics - "Road to Bern" webinar 
 19.10.2020: Virtual United Nations World Data Forum 2020 
 23.11.2020: DATA 2025 
 12.02.2021: 52nd UNSC Session Side Event: Enhancing financing for development 

data – Progress and innovations for implementing the CTGAP 
 17.02.2021: On data and design 17 – Stories around the Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs) 
 18.02.2021: 52nd UNSC Session Side Event: Bern 2021 and a forward look at the UN 

World Forum 
 15.02.2021: Violence against women in the public and private spheres: measure it to 

end it  
 25.02.2021: 5th Dialogue of the Road to Bern via Geneva – On Data and Tech 4Good 
 07.04.2021: The UNWDF and the Road to Bern initiative in the LAC Region 
 19.05.2021: 6th Dialogue of the Road to Bern via Geneva: On Environmental Data 
 09-10.06.2021: Regional conference on regional accounts  
 17.06.2021: The UNWDF and Road to Bern Initiative in Warsaw: Harnessing Remote 

Sensing for Sustainable Cities  
 18.06.2021: Challenges and opportunities in strengthening official local statistics: 

Madagascar-Switzerland discussions 
 24.06.2021: The use of non-traditional data sources for Official Statistics in the LAC 

region 
 30.06.2021: Data Science and Official Statistics - Road to Bern webinar 
 15.07.2021: Building back better through smart investments in development data 
 17.08.2021: SDG 17: Success cases of multi-stakeholder partnerships in the LAC re-

gion 
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 25.08.2021: Combining data produced by private entities with official statistics: the 
Gender Statistics Case 

 10.09.2021: The Road to Bern Moscow 
 14.09.2021: Leveraging the power of data for better lives: World Development Report 

2021 
 23.09.2021: Data Literacy: experiences for evidence-based decision making  
 30.09-01.10.2021: 8th Global Forum on Gender Statistics 
 Undated: Shaping resilient societies: Can one succeed? 

 




